
Governance and Devolution Group Meeting Wednesday 8 July 2020, 10-11.20 am 

Present: Angus Evers (co-chair) (“AE”), Begonia Filgueira (co-chair) (“BF”), Peter Harvey 

(Waste Working Party) (“PH”), Pip Goodwin (Nature Conservation Working Party) (“PG”), 

Andrew Bryce, Richard Macrory (“RM”), Colin Reid (“CR”), Paul Stookes (“PS”), Christina 

Crossman, Alison Boyd (“AB”), Chloe Anthony (“CA”) 

Apologies: Stephen Hockman QC (Climate Change & Energy Working Party), Richard Leslie 

(Scottish Working Party), Nick Ostrowski (Water Working Party), Caroline Fielder, Eloise 

Scotford (UCL) 

 

Annex A provides a list of current GDG members 

 

Agenda 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes and matters arising 

3. Submissions to Committees: Public Bill Committee and House of Lords EU 

Environment Sub-Committee 

4. OEP Stakeholder Working Group– general update 

5. GDG work items to January 2021 

6. AOB 

7. Next meeting 

 

1. Minutes and matters arising from Brexit Task Force meeting, 22.1.20, review of action 

points: 

 

o Terms of reference for GDG signed off. 

o Liaison with devolved administrations WPs. 

▪ PS has corresponded with the NI, Scotland and Wales WPs: following this he joined 

the April Wales WP meeting. The Wales WP welcomed the GDG looking at 

devolution and added that they would like to see devolution considered in more detail 

in UKELA's 5-year strategy, this point had been actioned in terms of informing the 

UKELA Strategy Group and Council since then; this would help inform what UKELA 

would like from the GDG. Action: PS will re-contact the Scottish and NI Working 

Parties. 

▪ In terms of the NI WP: RM suggested facilitation to encourage a more active NI WP – 

make a recommendation to Council, and perhaps contact Queen's University, Belfast; 

BF suggested researching whether any  funding might be accessed for this group; CR 

will ask members of Brexit and Environment group, will contact Dr Viviane Gravey; 

PG will follow up with Richard Barlow; AE will also make enquiries; AB will speak to 

Karen Blair (NI national Council member) regarding the existing NI WP; Andrew Ryan 

(NI WP convenor) is already on GDG. 

▪ There was general discussion about inviting the devolved administrations Council 

members to join the GDG. PS suggested there should be also be an ‘England’ 

representative from Council providing complementary input. AB will action. 

▪ The relevant UKELA trustees will be invited to join the GDG. 

 



2. Submissions to Committees: Public Bill and House of Lords EU Environment Sub-

Committee 

 

• Public Bill Committee submissions relating to the Environment Bill had been 

circulated to members, but not yet published on the Public Bill Committee website, so 

must not be circulated further. PW suggested that this was probably because of a 

matter of timing, as the relevant Committee clerk had confirmed that the document 

was being circulated to the Committee members. The clerk agreed that UKELA could 

circulate to members, but not publish. CR noted that the Committee had said it would 

report on 29.09.20. 

• The House of Lords Sub-Committee submission should not be circulated yet. It could 

possibly form the basis of a report from GDG on trade and the environment. 

• AE thanked everyone for the enormous amount of hard work. 

• Consultation on retained EU law (Ministry of Justice) – Environmental Litigation WP 

has confirmed they will look at this, PS will follow up, AE offered support from the 

GDG and suggested that a sub-group could be set up.– CR noted that Scottish courts 

would not be bound by Court of Appeal, only by Supreme Court, RM suggested that 

presumably NI must continue with EU law. 

 

3. OEP Stakeholder Working Group – general update 

 

• BF and PH have attended the latest meetings. 

• OEP Stakeholder Working Group meetings have been cancelled recently. 

• PH will circulate his report to the GDG on a confidential basis; this will cover the 

reporting to Council requirement in the GDG’s Terms of Reference. 

 

4. GDG work items to January 2021 

] 

• Possible items to consider: 

 

o Submission to House of Lords EU Environment Sub-Committee relating to level 

playing field (and possibly the response to the retained EU law consultation) 

could form the basis of another report. PS suggested that if UKELA got the timing 

right a report of this nature could inform the passage of the Environment Bill 

through the House of Lords. 

o Divergence issues – common frameworks progress. 

o Follow up on UKELA report on International Environmental Law (published 

2017). 

o Response to progress report on the 25 Year Plan – PH suggested commenting 

once it is statutory; PG will suggest that discussion of the progress report goes 

on the agenda for the next Nature Conservation WP meeting in October, noting 

there are other areas addressed in the report. 

o Welsh proposals on environmental governance – CR suggested once these are 

published there would be scope for GDG to prepare a comparison between 

Scotland, England, Wales and NI. 

o Brexit SIs – there is a stakeholder group on SIs – BF will connect CA, AE and PG 

to that group 



 

• BF and AE will consider the different work streams once minutes are received, 

including looking at possible convening of sub-groups. 

• It was noted that BF and AE intend to step down at the end of the year as Co-Chairs 

and that successors will be needed. 

 

5. AOB 

 

o RM said that he would contact Lord Carnwath to see whether he would be able to 

raise the question of the definition of environmental law (para 29-31 in the Public Bill 

Committee submissions) with George Eustice MP. 

 

6. Next meeting - Early October 2020 – PS will circulate a doodle poll. 

  



ANNEX to minutes 

 

GDG current members 

 

Angus Evers (co-chair) 

Begonia Filgueira (co chair) 

Stephen Hockman QC (Climate Change & Energy WP) 

Cecilia Colquhoun (Planning & Sustainable Development WP) 

Jill Crawford (Environmental Litigation WP) 

Veneta Cooney (Public Health & Environmental Law WP) 

Peter Harvey (Waste WP) 

Rhyadd Keaney Watkins (Sustainable Finance WP) 

Nick Ostrowski (Water WP) 

Pip Goodwin (Nature Conservation WP) 

Victoria Jenkins (Wales WP) 

Richard Leslie (Scottish WP) 

Andrew Ryan (NI WP) 

 

Christian Jowett (UKELA Council) 

Phil Hunter (UKELA Council) 

Karen Blair (UKELA Council) 

 

Eloise Scotford (UCL) 

Andrew Bryce 

Richard Macrory 

Caroline Fielder 

Colin Reid 

 

Paul Stookes 

Alison Boyd 

 


